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Congo group seizes a 
great opportunity…  
Overseas partner, Michel 
Shebitu, Director of the Christian 
Centre for Transformation 
(Uvira DR Congo) is working 
with teams of young people who 
have completed our Youth STEPS 
Programme.  

They are producing and testing demonstration 
models of the EcoCooler;  Wonderbag Cooker; and 
the Smokeless Stove.  
If these perform well, and the product can be 
reproduced at an affordable price, they could be 
made available for sale in their local communities. 
Currently the group is planning to start small scale 
production.   
There is scope for the three products to contribute 
to both income generation and family wellbeing. If 
successful AFT hope their enterprises will become 
models for others to learn how to do the same.
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Partner, Joseph Agbeko writes, from 
his organisation Fariad in GHANA: 
“Mary and Pastor Seth of the Hope of Glory Group (based 
at Four Square Gospel Church) are doing very well with 
their Mushroom Production Enterprise. They 

participated in our Aid For Trade Workstart programme, and it helped 
them to create a sustainable business, which they are now running with 
help from their 45 church members.” 

New Partner, Apostle Andre Bidao of 
MINPAVI, writes from CAMEROON: 
“I shared your email with our board’s pastors and the joy is overwhelming. 
No village leader will resist us. They will be very glad to receive us as a 
social developer while we hold Gospel in another hand. We thank God for 
you and the privilege you give to us.” 

Pastor Joseph Ola, Director of the Prayer 
Clinic Association, writes from THE GAMBIA: 
“Your programmes are a wonderful initiative which will help us in 
empowering the youth. It will put a smile on the faces of many feeling 
hopeless and lots of jobless people in my community.” 

MORE
PARTNER 
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New Programme 
In collaboration with partners in Zambia 
and the UK, a trial is starting for 
unemployed young people, which will link 
the team spirit and loyalty of sports teams 
to Youth STEPS training and group 
income generating activities.   

If successful, we will share via our 
website, all the trial details and its results 
so that our overseas partners can evaluate 
if it is something they might consider. We 
hope to include a trial for using energy-
generating football and sports shoes! 

INNOVATION
NEWS

Radio Trial in 
Northern Kenya                                                      
In collaboration with UK charity 
HCR, a trial is starting on a new 
local radio station in Northern 
Kenya, after re-recording our audio 
training programmes into Swahili. 

This is linked to a local trial of our 
Youth STEPS Programme, which is 
now also now translated into 
Swahili.  
After the trial is complete we will be 
adding these additional translated 
resources to our website for others 
to use. 
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Waste Banks for 
Recycling… 
De-centralised waste banks, trash 

banks, garbage banks, or Bank 
Sampah as they are called in 
Indonesia, are a new convincing 
concept for waste management.  

The Ministry of Environment of 
Indonesia promotes Waste Banks as 
the new strategic program. See 
temesirecycling.com/waste-
banks/. According to the ministry, 
garbage management, has a lot of 
positive impacts through the waste 
bank development program, and is 
inseparable from the participation 
of people, especially at grassroots 
level.  

Waste banks are set up in neighbourhoods, 
typically for about 1,000 residents, and are usually 
run by poorer people who wish to increase their 
income. Bank customers, often women, bring 

recyclable items such as plastic bottles and papers 
to the banks where it is treated like a deposit.  

The rubbish is then weighed to calculate its 
monetary value. Waste banks sell deposited 
material to mobile agents for reuse or recycling, or 
to local governments who also recycle. The waste 
deposits are transformed into money which can be 
withdrawn when needed, after a contribution of 
about 15% is deducted for the bank’s operating 

costs. Customers can open an 
account, make deposits, and 
withdraw funds - working 
almost like a regular bank. 
Though most of the account 
holders are savers, customers 
can also borrow money, paying 
it back in rubbish, thus creating 
a credit system. 

Over 2,200 banks have now been opened across 
Indonesia. It’s estimated that, thanks to the 
movement, the amount of waste sent to final 
disposal in 2017 decreased by 4,787 tonnes, 
meaning that as well as helping some of the 

If you would like to establish a Waste Recycling Bank  
please contact us at office@aidfortrade.info 
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Clouds of  
encouragement… 

Lord, may the swirling  
storm clouds remind me that 
I am a creature, and not The 
Creator. 
 
That I am liable to suffer 
from the changes and 
chances of this mortal life. 

 
May the clouds teach me to 
look always to You. 
Whose promise is never to 
leave us alone in the storm. 

May they teach me to 
maintain joy when life 
frowns and to maintain 
perspective in and out of 
season.

BE
ENCOURAGED
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The Hill Consulting Group is a US website offering 
an archive of free resources in PDF formats to help with 
Church, Mission and Leadership issues. 

http://www.hillconsultinggroup.org/resources.php 

John Truscott is an experienced church trainer and 
his UK based website has 150 PDF resources to assist 
with Leadership, Management, Structures, Planning, 
Communication & Administration.  

https://www.john-truscott.co.uk/Resources 

Health Books International is a Uk charity sending health / medical 
books and information to people around the world to improve health in 
developing countries. Our resources are available through our shop by mail 
order and as downloads. 

https://healthbooksinternational.org/how-we-help/ 

The Technical Centre for Agricultural and Rural Cooperation 
(CTA) is a joint international institution of the African, Caribbean and 
Pacific (ACP) Group of States and the European Union (EU). 

https://publications.cta.int/en/publications/series/agrodoks-en/ 

Aid for Trade apology… 
Founder, Mike Tyler, reports, “We are 
receiving very many great new 
partner enquiries from overseas 
communities, and I am finding it 
hard to respond as quickly as I would 
like. For this delay we sincerely 
apologise.”  

Aid for Trade is a UK based charity 
run by a handful of volunteers. 
Although small in size, we have a BIG heart 
but currently a lack of voluntary help and 
financial resources means we cannot 
speedily help new partners. 

Your patience is appreciated.

Translation Work in Progress… 

Due to an increasing interest in our programmes, from places where English is 
not the first language, there is a growing need for translations. 

We are very grateful to have help from Mission Assist in the 
UK who are completing a new translation of our ‘Youth STEPS 
Programme’ into Portuguese, for use in Guinea Bissau and 
wider.
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